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Introduction 
According to the bylaws of the Madison West Coast Swing Club, an election to the board of 
directors must be held every year at the annual member meeting. This year, the meeting will be 
held on December 16, 2020 at 7:30 PM online via Zoom — we will not be meeting in person due 
to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
This packet contains information about the annual meeting agenda, the candidates for the board 
of directors, and a proposed amendment for the Club Bylaws. You will have the information 
necessary to make an informed choice about the future of your dance club. 
 
Many of you may be thinking about the status of your membership during the hiatus and 
eligibility to vote this year. The Board enacted two temporary provisions in October to capture 
membership state during the hiatus:  

1) Reduced membership dues to $0 for one year, since there are no event benefits during 
hiatus. 

2) Auto-renewed memberships which were valid as of March 2020 for one year.  
We have not collected membership dues since March, nor will they be necessary during the 
hiatus. Any member in good standing as of March may vote.  
 
The proposed bylaws amendment is a permanent solution to ensure this situation is clearly 
defined and that appropriate action happens automatically in the future.  
 
Members will receive an email with voting instructions and a URL to place their vote. If you do 
not receive a ballot email and believe your membership is in good standing, please contact us. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, electronic voting is the only method to submit your ballot this 
year. Please submit your ballot by December 16th no later than 12:00 PM. 
 
On behalf of the board, we hope to see you virtually at the annual meeting and look forward to 
your feedback! Please vote. If you have any questions, submit them to info@mwcsc.org. We will 
also have a public Q&A session at the annual meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sayeed Ahmed 
President - MWCSC 
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Annual Meeting Agenda 
1. Call to Order 
2. Reading of a summary of the 2019 annual meeting minutes 
3. Old Business 
4. Reports of Officers & Committees 

a. President’s report/2020 year-in-review 
b. Treasurer’s report 

5. New Business: the year to come 
6. Feedback and questions 
7. Election of Directors 
8. Adjourn 

 
 
This agenda is subject to change  
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Candidates for the 2021 Board of Directors 
Sayeed Ahmed 
What is your history with the Madison West Coast Swing Club? 
I joined the club in October 2015 after moving back to Wisconsin from Southern California; I just 
learned WCS 4 or 5 months prior. I have served on the board in some capacity since 2016 and 
have been teaching beginners since 2017.  
 
How did you get started dancing? 
I got peer pressured into going to a UWMBDA dance by a friend of mine. Turns out I actually 
took an interest in it, took the ballroom class during my last semester at UW, and kept doing it 
into grad school. 
 
What do you enjoy about west coast swing? 
Since west coast swing is a constantly evolving dance, it has both an incredible span of music 
that is danceable and there's a plethora of ways to express and interpret music with someone; 
there's no way to get bored with this style. 
 
Why do you want to be on the board? 
Our WCS community is like a badger: small but powerful for its size. I want to actively 
participate in its growth and development of our community. 
 
Matt Garrison 
What is your history with the Madison West Coast Swing Club? 
I started attending occasional dances and lesson series in 2012, and more regularly in 2013.  I 
joined the board for the first time in 2015 and have been a part of that most of the intervening 
years.  I’ve also been a regular DJ since 2015, which I enjoy just about as much as dancing! 
 
How did you get started dancing? 
When I met my now-wife Sarah :-).  While I had tried half-heartedly to learn some ballroom 
dance prior to meeting her, she convinced me early in our relationship to join her in a hobby she 
loved.  I soon found out just how great it was (and it didn’t hurt that my good friend Pete got 
dragged into trying it too!).  We were regular attendees at UWMBDA (now BAM) for many years, 
we spent several years as part of a UW Salsa Rueda group, and then we drifted toward WCS 
as our dance passion. 
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What do you enjoy about west coast swing? 
The dynamic nature of it.  Things are always changing: the music, the moves, the styles.  You’ll 
never get bored.  The community and social aspects are also very meaningful to me. I also love 
that I can walk into a WCS dance in any city while traveling, be accepted, and have an amazing 
night of social dancing and meeting new people. 
 
Why do you want to be on the board? 
I’ve found that it’s important for communities like ours to have strong leadership, and I’ve found 
various ways to contribute to that over the years.  I feel like I still have meaningful work to 
contribute, and I want to be absolutely sure that we are ready to start back up again when the 
COVID-19 crisis is over. 
 
Caitlyn Johnson 
What is your history with the Madison West Coast Swing Club? 
I’ve been a member since summer 2018, shortly after I moved to Madison. 
 
How did you get started dancing? 
I started dancing right before I turned 16. I was bored that summer, and I found a Viennese 
waltz class near my dad’s house in New Hampshire. When I went back home to Wyoming, I 
started country dancing (two-step and country style waltz, swing, cha cha, etc.), and then I 
joined the ballroom dance club when I went to college in Minnesota. 
 
What do you enjoy about west coast swing? 
I love how much personality people put into their west coast swing. 
 
Why do you want to be on the board? 
I joined the board in 2019 because I care about the club and want it to keep functioning.  
 
Peter Koczan 
What is your history with the Madison West Coast Swing Club? 
I came to dances off and on since about 2011, and became a member in April 2012. I’ve served 
on the board since 2015 and have been club President since 2016 (except for 2020 where I 
took a year off to be vice president). 
 
How did you get started dancing? 
Some friends of mine invited me to the kickoff for UWMBDA (now BAM) in early 2009. Even 
though I struggled, I still had a lot of fun and kept coming back. I learned several dances but 
really fell in love with west coast swing. Since then, I’ve taken opportunities to perform, 
compete, and teach. 
 
What do you enjoy about west coast swing? 
I like the emphasis on partnering, play, and musicality. I love the community surrounding west 
coast swing and the great events that it creates.  
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Why do you want to be on the board? 
I’m proud of the work I’ve done to maintain and grow the club these past several years on the 
board. I am looking to focus on projects to help the club function better. My goal is to help this 
club grow and thrive well into the future, no matter who is at the helm. 
 
Rajinder Lal 
What is your history with the Madison West Coast Swing Club? 
I began participating in the weekly/monthly West Coast Swing Club events back in late 2018 
and on occasion helped with the Wednesday night pre-dance check-in process. 
 
How did you get started dancing? 
I had never experienced any style of dancing until one day in 2018, I was flipping through the 
world of Youtube and discovered that the style of west coast swing existed and that Madison, 
through the west coast swing club, offered a beginners lesson series that was taught by Sayeed 
Ahmed and Sylvie Schuresko. I have always appreciated the many styles/eras of music that 
have evolved throughout time but was intrigued that there was a style of dance, very classy and 
sophisticated in nature, that on its own was associated with blues, pop, R&B, and country, 
which caught my interest! 
 
What do you enjoy about west coast swing? 
I enjoy/appreciate seeing the many individual styles of choreography that folks reflect, how they 
strive to improve their own abilities and interpretations as well as the opportunity to improve my 
own dancing abilities by sharing a dance, which I find both fun and educational. The fact that it 
is a style of social dancing that lends itself to the individual growing their own individual 
choreography beyond the foundational steps, the real added value. 
 
Why do you want to be on the board? 
I am thinking that I can add to the club itself by supporting a back-office type function and 
providing feedback/thoughts where appropriate. Specific to the back-office support, I am 
extremely detail-oriented and see back-office functions, such as tracking budgets, expenditures, 
and reconciling discrepancies rather important. Providing feedback easily begins with the Bring 
Your Own Beginner (BYOB) event which was held back in late 2019 and from what I saw, a 
tremendously brilliant and fun event, really catching the attention and firing off the 
inspiration/imagination/possibilities of first time WCS dancers, but from which no followup was 
possible due to multiple, nature-oriented challenges. Continuing along this same thread, and for 
sure mirroring the spirit of what Michael and Crystal had promoted at one time, there is a 
serious need for a strong, ongoing need for beginners taking the beginners lesson series 
classes to have active, ongoing support to ensure that a higher percentage make the transition 
from taking the beginner classes to regularly participating in the Wednesday night dance event. 
Ever so important, and as I have learned/observed, a real tough one! 
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Sarah Wynn 
What is your history with the Madison West Coast Swing Club? 
My husband Matt and I became members in 2012. I was on the board for a couple years 
starting in 2014. 
 
How did you get started dancing? 
I started dancing with UWMBDA (now BAM) in 2005. 
 
What do you enjoy about west coast swing? 
I appreciate the improvisation and gender fluidity of the dance. 
 
Why do you want to be on the board? 
I want to help out with the lesson series. I hope to finish learning how to teach beginners as 
well. 
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Proposed Amendment for Bylaws 

Purpose of Amendment 
The COVID-19 Pandemic has forced the Madison WCS Club to enter a state of hiatus due to a 
public health emergency with regard to community spread of the virus. Membership dues pay 
for the ability to organize and conduct west coast swing dance events, however this benefit is 
inhibited during a hiatus. 
 
The Board is proposing the following amendment to the bylaws to formally define “frozen 
membership” for the entire club, if/when another hiatus is necessary. The “frozen” membership 
captures all memberships in good standing at the time hiatus is necessary, allows voting of 
members in good standing, ensures eligibility to serve on the Board of Directors, and suspends 
membership dues until the club resumes activity. 
 
The proposed amendment will be added to Article II Membership, as a new section. The full 
Madison WCS Club Bylaws are available here for reference: http://mwcsc.org/about/bylaws/ 

Article II (Membership), Section 3: 
If all Club dance activities are put on hiatus due to extenuating circumstances (including, but not 
limited to: a public health emergency, event venue closure, or an inability of the board of 
directors to operate the Club) for a period of time greater than 45 days, all Club memberships in 
good standing will be placed in a “frozen” state until the Club resumes dance activity. 
 
A “frozen” membership has no annual dues, allows attendance and voting at board and member 
meetings, provides eligibility for serving on or being elected to the board of directors, and is 
considered a membership in good standing on the membership roll, but provides no monetary 
or admittance benefit at Club dance events. 
 
Upon being unfrozen, the membership will provide its normal benefits and be valid for a period 
of time equal to its remaining normal term as of the date the hiatus started. No new membership 
applications are accepted when the Club is in a hiatus state unless approved by a majority of 
the board of directors. 
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